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Summary – Appeal A 

A.       To minimise repetition, TKS will focus on traffic, congestion and air quality topics but 

supporting RBGK, HE etc on visual and other impacts from Kew.  

B           Chiswick Curve is only one of multiple developments in the area of Chiswick Roundabout. It is 

important for any assessment of future air quality and traffic in the area that the cumulative effect 

of all developments is considered, rather than just assessing the Chiswick Curve as a stand-alone 

project, as is the case in the Environmental Statement. 

C            The Brentford East SPD draws attention to the very poor air quality in the area, noting that it 

is already within an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) and that the existing pollution levels can 

be harmful to human health. 

D Our analysis of traffic at Chiswick Roundabout, using Department for Transport data, shows 

over 65,000 daily traffic movements (AADFs) on the roundabout, a traffic load equivalent to the 

worst locations in Central London. This traffic load has not changed significantly in recent years and 

is unlikely to improve in the next five years.   

E The Mayor of London proposes to introduce an Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) in 2019 with 

a boundary at the North and South Circular Roads.  This is likely to increase the number of highly 

polluting non-compliant light vehicles at Chiswick Roundabout as they navigate away from the ULEZ 

to avoid paying charges.  

F The Mayor also proposes to introduce Cycle Superhighway 9 in West London.  The route will 

reduce roadwidth for motorised vehicles and force traffic presently by-passing Chiswick Roundabout 

onto it. These measures will further increase traffic delays on the roundabout and, consequently, 

exhaust emission pollution there. 

G The National Planning Policy Framework (2012) states that planning decisions should ensure 

that the locations of new developments should prevent unacceptable risks from pollution and 

should take into account AQMAs, potential sensitivity of the area, etc.  The latest draft (2018) NPPF 

reinforces these points. 

H Contrary to DEFRA’s guidance, Air Quality Consultants Ltd did not use the most recent 

update of DEFRA’s Emission Factor Toolkit (vs 7.0) available to them in forecasting future NOx and 

PM levels for their Revised Environmental Addendum.  

I Annual mean NO2 concentrations in the study area have consistently exceeded the UK 

objective (2010- 2016). The 1h mean objective continues to be exceeded in the latest London 

Borough of Hounslow (LBH) report available (2017). The London Emissions Inventory (LAEI) indicates 

that NO2 concentrations around Chiswick Roundabout will remain non-compliant in 2020. 

Additionally, in the Statement, NO2 concentrations predicted for 2020 at the sites of 4 LBH receptors 

near the development (R1-R4) far exceed the annual mean UK objective. 

J Annual PM10 concentrations are within the UK Objective but exceed the lower level WHO 

Objective.  Premature deaths from air pollution occur in the Brentford area and throughout the 

Borough. Some of these would be avoided if the UK-compliant PM10 concentration in the area of 

the Chiswick Curve were reduced.  The annual PM10 concentration predicted for 2020 at the R3 site 

(the nearest to the Chiswick Curve) is above that at which DEFRA (Local Air Quality Management 

Guidance) predicts exceedance of the 24h mean. 
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K These baseline conditions indicate highly toxic air around the site of the Chiswick Curve. 

Existing residents, school students and office workers in the area are already exposed to this 

environment.  This level of pollution is damaging to human health and leads to premature death. 

L We propose that the Chiswick Curve will increase these toxic levels further, failing to meet 

the Mayor of London’s policy Sl 1 in The London Plan. This indicates that development proposals 

should not lead to further deterioration of poor air quality, or create unacceptable risk of high levels 

of exposure to poor air, etc. We ask the Inspector to give considerable weight to the London Plan 

policy in making his recommendations to the Minister. No residential development should be 

sanctioned in the Chiswick Roundabout area until after the atmosphere here is compliant with all UK 

air quality objectives. 

M Residential areas of the Chiswick Curve will be exposed to toxic air from road traffic 

emissions.  NO2 concentrations at locations N1-N5 on level 6 are predicted to be only just below the 

UK objective. Given the variability of response between different individuals in a population it is very 

likely that some will react to this level of NO2 by developing health problems. This is not therefore 

an acceptable level of NO2 in a residential block. Additionally, PM10 concentrations at N1-N5 exceed 

the WHO objective, further supporting the notion of poor air quality in residential areas. 

N The atmosphere in the Atrium, with frequent door opening, may exceed the NO2 objective. 

The Atrium is at the same level as the nearby R2 where annual mean NO2 concentrations far exceed 

the UK objective and are so high that there is a risk of exceeding the 1h objective. Staff such as 

receptionists and cleaners may spend longer than 1h in the Atrium.   

O The Playspace is located on the 5th floor. The NO2 concentration modelled for N1-N5 at this 

level is very close to exceeding the UK objective and the PM10 concentration is above the WHO 

objective. This is not acceptable for an area used by children who are particularly susceptible to 

respiratory disease when exposed to toxic air.   Older children must cross busy roads in toxic air to 

access open, at grade, play areas some distance away. 

P The Chiswick Curve is estimated to generate an additional 299,365 road trip per annum by 

residents and office workers.  The emissions for NO2 and PM10 for these additional road trips 

exceed the allowed Total Emissions Benchmarks. Many trips will be in peak periods as people 

arrive/leave for work/school, adding further congestion and pollution at Chiswick Roundabout. 

Traffic is likely to back up even further on the already highly congested linking roads, e.g. North and 

South Circular.  Use of mechanical lifts to the car park may lead to queues on and off the highway. 

Q            Building Safety reviews arising from the Grenfell Tower tragedy should be considered whilst 

the merits of combining the Curve site with adjoining land should also be reviewed. 

Summary – Appeal B 

R             The advertising panels are excessively large, will be obtrusive and constitute an 

inappropriate precedent.   Public Health England and recent research advises LED lighting can have 

harmful health effects.   Glare and distraction factors also impact road safety. 

S              Existing digital advertising in the area is visible from Kew adversely impacting properties in 

Conservation Areas.   Further substantial advertising displays will unnecessarily add to background 

light, impact the skyline and natural habitats. 

T.             If, notwithstanding our case, the Inspector is minded to recommend approval, any consent 

should be tightly conditioned. 


