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Back Breaking Before Beautiful Bulbs

transformation of areas of Kew Station, which had become overgrown with grass and weeds.  
Richmond Council’s Parks Officer and judge Matt Almond described Kew Gardens as ‘the best 
station in London, maybe even the country’.
Next year we will be going for a gold medal and will be contacting traders and other local organisations 
to help us.  In the meantime, we are always looking for more volunteers to help with the maintenance 
of the flowerbeds.  If you would like to join us, please get in touch: chair@kewsociety.org.

Kew wins Best Village in Bloom 2017
We are delighted to report that Kew was awarded the Schooling 
Cup for Best Village in Bloom 2017 and a Silver Gilt certificate in 
the Richmond in Bloom competition, with awards presented by 
the Mayor of Richmond, Lisa Blakemore, at a ceremony in York 
House in September.  
The judges were particularly impressed with the recent 

Welcome....
and a Happy New Year to all our members, we hope you had a peaceful Christmas.  We were thrilled 
to see such a large turnout at the AGM in October, where we were presented with an overview from 
our Chair of the many activities the Society has been involved in during the previous year – from 
completing the planting in and around the station, to arranging the many stimulating events which bring 
us together as a society to learn more about the beautiful area that we live in, and the huge amount 
of work that our Planning team do to preserve the high standards of planning and architecture in Kew.
One of our patrons, Baroness Jenny Tonge of Kew, gave a vote of thanks to all who had contributed 
to the transformation of the station and surrounding areas, culminating in our award as Best Village in 
Bloom 2017 (see below).  You can now see the Schooling Cup on display at the National Archives and 
the Certificate on display at the station.
Now that the season of excess has passed, we thought you might be interested to know what was 
happening in Kew 100 years ago when food was in short supply – see article on Page 4.

In November, Kew Society arranged the planting of 4,600 daffodil 
and crocus bulbs along Kew Road, either side of Victoria Gate.  
Thanks to Richmond Council contractors – Continental Landscapes 
– who supported the planting effort, to the Royal Botanic Gardens 
for selecting the flower types, and especially to Kew Society 
volunteers, Alice, Barbara, Carolyn and Ian, for all their hard work 
and backbreaking efforts.Alice Shackleton, Barbara Radmore and 

Richard Jaggard digging in Kew Road



The air that we breathe...
The Kew Society invited Prof Roger Mason to update us on “Local Air Pollution” at the National 
Archives in December.  Air pollution continues to exceed legal limits on Kew’s main roads, but 
a Kew Society project last September showed Nitrogen Dioxide levels in our side streets are 
acceptable.  Roger also helped in the 2017 Cleaner Air 4 Schools Project. Children at Queen’s and 
Darell Schools learnt about causes of air pollution and measured it. The Kew Society responded 
to consultations on Air Quality Plans published by the Council and the London Mayor in 2017.

Heathrow
The Richmond Heathrow Campaign (RHC) responded to the Government’s draft Airport’s National 
Policy Statement after reviewing revised evidence on aviation demand and the Government’s air 
quality plan.  The review reinforced its view that a third runway is not justified. The RHC also 
submitted evidence to the Transport Select Committee which is scrutinising the proposals.
Two earlier consultations also received responses: the Department for Transport’s consultation on 
aviation strategy where the RHC focused on building a better not a bigger Heathrow, economics, 
air space redesign and environmental impacts; the second, from the Civil Aviation Authority, on 
economic regulation of expansion where the RHC response focused on economics and surface 
access.
Professor Roger Mason, who has developed considerable knowledge of air pollution issues, has 
joined our Chair, Caroline Brock, as Kew Society representatives on the Campaign Committee. 
Peter Willan, Chair of the RHC, and Roger presented the Campaign’s evidence to the new Leader 
of Richmond Council, Paul Hodgins, local Councillors and officers, to help support the Council’s 
opposition to expansion at Heathrow.

Planning and Environment Updates
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Planning update
A recurring theme in 2017 has been the Town Planning compromises necessary to combine the 
benefits of modern technology with their physical intrusions into Kew e.g. masts to resolve mobile 
phone blackspots, the improvement of broadband speeds and the installation of roadside charging 
points for electric vehicles.  An emerging Council digital strategy may help in 2018 but, in the 
meantime, our efforts to intercede with mobile phone companies have not always borne fruit.
Major development proposals north of the river with implications for Kew continue to demand 
attention, including initiatives from both statutory origins (e.g. TfL’s Cycle Superhighway 9 and 
the Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) extension) as well as private developers (Brentford Football 
Club, bus depot, Citroen site, Chiswick Curve appeal).  We very much welcome the Royal Botanic 
Garden’s future involvement with the formal appeal hearing into the Chiswick Curve 32 storey 
residential tower block at Chiswick roundabout.
We have made submissions to Hounslow Council in response to statutory consultations on a draft 
Brentford East Supplementary Planning Document and other Hounslow Local Plan issues.  Closer 
to Kew Village, we have been concerned by the implications of some changes of use and the lack 
of planning coherence in the Council’s proposal for accessibility improvements to the village centre.



Kew Karate Club relocation 

After more than half a century of use as a martial arts dojo, the Iron Church in Sandycombe 
Road is being demolished and re-developed. Kew Karate Club moved into temporary training 
facilities at St Luke’s in the Avenue and appreciated the support given by the Kew Society during 
the search for alternative facilities.
For more details about the club, see www.seikijukukarate.co.uk

Village Planning Fund
Congratulations to the North Road Surgery for its successful bid to Richmond Council’s Village 
Planning Fund for furniture at the premises at Emerald Gardens. Thanks to all who responded to 
our request to vote for this project, and also for our community notice board bid and other worthwhile 
projects in Kew. There was a high level of engagement in voting for community schemes across 
the Borough. We wish the Surgery well in finalising its contractual agreements for its lease at 
Emerald Gardens.
Details of all the successful bids in Kew are shown here:
https://tinyurl.com/Richmond-Plans-Successful

Events
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In September, Kew Society volunteers manning our stand at the National Archives Open House 
day welcomed existing and “New to Kew” Members.  Dr. Mark Nesbitt, Ethnobotanist and Curator 
of Kew’s Economic Botany Collection, provided tours in September and January to show hidden 
treasures in his care.
In October, we returned to the National Archives for our AGM which, with official proceedings 
completed, was a jolly affair with an opportunity to socialise.  Later in October, the London Waste 
and Recycling team provided an update to their earlier presentation.  Also in October, we toured the 
Houses of Parliament with an opportunity to chat with MP, Zac Goldsmith.  Leaving the building via 
the underground tunnel to Westminster Station concourse made an exciting end to the visit !!
November was brightened up with Lucinda Ganderton presenting ‘Dirty Linen’ – a talk about the Royal 
Laundry in Kew Foot Road, Richmond. The original building, designed by Prince Albert, managed all 
washing from the royal households once the railways came to Richmond in 1846.
2018 events in the next few months include:
4th February – Kew Society stand at Kew Market.
12th February – Joint event with Richmond Local History Society at Duke Street Church, Richmond.  
Talk by Val Bott, Museum Consultant and Historian, “The Greenings of Brentford End: Royal 
Gardeners”.
7th March – Talk by Paul Velluet on the building of the A316 – “Richmond Divided, The Great Chertsey 
Road – A History”.
Watch out for details of additional 2018 events to include The Queen’s Garden/Arboretum at RBG 
Kew, Chiswick House and Gardens, Turner’s House, the Water and Steam Museum ,and Scams in 
the Kew area.
For more details of events, see the website.
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There was a local food committee responsible for 
Richmond, including Kew, responsible for deciding on 
prices.  However, serious food shortages continued 
and rationing was introduced in Richmond in February 
1918, covering butter, margarine and all types of meat. 
Everyone was given ration coupons; and a Mortlake 
butcher who sold his customers above the ration was 
fined £50 – equivalent to about £5,000 today.

In June, the Food Committee compelled bakers to use 
potatoes in making bread to save flour.  Gas was also 
rationed, and Richmond library had to shut at sunset. 
Other positive means to improve the situation included 
the widespread establishment of allotments.

By August 1918, there were 2,000 allotments in 
Richmond and Kew.  However, there was an outcry 
when the local authority sanctioned the use of Kew 
Green for allotments. In Kew, three National kitchens 
were set up, in Royal Parade, Gainsborough Road and 
Lower Richmond Road, which offered three-course 
meals at prices which people could afford.  However, 
even when the war was over, price controls and 
rationing continued until the end of 1920.

© John Moses (2017)

This year we 
commemorate 
the hundredth 
anniversary of 
the end of the 
First World War.

1918 was the 
grimmest year of the war – both on the Western 
Front and the Home Front.  The German offensive 
of March 1918 almost destroyed the British Fifth 
Army.  Fortunately, the timely arrival of French 
reinforcements saved the day.  Only in August 
did the tide turn in the allies’ favour and the once 
all-powerful German army began to disintegrate, 
leading the German Government to ask for an 
armistice.  In January 1917, Germany had started 
a ruthless U-Boat campaign and by April, the loss 
in our merchant shipping meant that we had six 
weeks’ food reserves.

The introduction of the convoy system helped –
inevitably food shortages had led to a rise in the 
cost of food.  Surprisingly, the government did not 
introduce rationing immediately, apart from sugar, 
but it brought in strict food price controls, run locally. 

Richmond and Kew 100 years ago: the Home Front

And finally....
Our thanks go to Nicholas Armour for producing 
the newsletters for the past few years.  We wish 
him all the best.

Contact Us
Your Committee
Chair Caroline Brock chair@kewsociety.org
Hon. Secretary &
Newsletter Editor Claire Bethel secretary@kewsociety.org
Hon. Treasurer Mike Adams treasurer@kewsociety.org
Membership
Secretary Michael Fletcher membership@kewsociety.org
Planning Martin Taylor planning@kewsociety.org
Environment Avril Daglish environment@kewsociety.org
Events Mary Done events@kewsociety.org
Website Nick Hutchings webmaster@kewsociety.org

JOIN NOW by visiting our website:
www.kewsociety.org
Charity Number:  1173016

You can write to us at:
The Kew Society,  13 Ruskin Avenue, KEW, Surrey, TW9  4DR

           @kewsociety

as a Trustee, she continues to work with us, 
leading a small team (with Sue May and Jane 
Hogan) to organise events which give local 
residents the chance to engage with their 
community and its unique heritage.

Mary Done
We nominated Mary Done for a Richmond 
Council community award, and were pleased 
to see her work recognised at their awards 
ceremony. Mary has done amazing work for the 
Kew Society as Honorary Secretary, organiser 
of our programme of events and maintaining 
our links with the Thames Landscape Strategy. 
Though Mary has completed her 6 year term 


