
 

 

Deer Park meeting, 31 March 2015  
 

1. The Council’s 10-year school place planning strategy is available at: 

http://cabnet.richmond.gov.uk/documents/s54395/LBRuTSchoolPlacePlanningStrate

gy20152024.pdf. The Council’s Cabinet approved the strategy on 14th January 2015. 

 

2. Since 2000, the Council has ensured that the number of forms of entry (FE) available 

within the primary phase has more than doubled. Since 2008, when the Credit 

Crunch struck, the number of places within the Reception year-group across the 

borough has increased from 1,993 to 2,572. 

 

3. Within Area 6 (North Richmond and South Richmond) of the 10 school place 

planning areas within the borough, there are four existing state-funded schools, all of 

which are at maximum physical capacity and therefore have no room to admit 

additional children: 

School(s) Current 
capacity 

Comments and scope for expansion 

Holy Trinity Church of 
England Primary 

2 forms of 
entry (FE) 

Expanded from 1FE in 2010; no room 
for further expansion. 

Marshgate Primary 2FE New school in 2002; has been part of a 
‘shared form of entry’ with Sheen 
Mount and The Vineyard since  2010, 
but both the latter two schools are 
being permanently expanded from 
2014; no room for additional children. 

St Elizabeth’s Catholic 
Primary 

1FE Has been part of a ‘shared form of 
entry’ with St Mary Magdalen’s and St 
Osmund’s since 2009; no room for 
additional children. 

The Vineyard Primary 3FE Expanded from 2FE in 2014; no room 
for further expansion. 

Total capacity 8FE  

 

4. Within the adjacent Area 7 – Kew – Darell Primary is also being expanded (from 

September 2014 onwards); Kew Riverside Primary has a small site and could only be 

expanded by building a second storey, which would be extremely expensive and 

difficult to achieve whilst enabling the school to function on a day-to-day basis; and 

The Queen’s Church of England Primary is too far from Richmond and too close to 

Hounslow Borough to meet the need for additional places identified within Area 6. 
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5. All the schools in Area 6, Area 7, and indeed all areas in the Surrey half of the 

borough, are full within current reception and it is very difficult for the Council’s 

Admissions Team to find places for movers-in during the school year. Consequently, 

several schools have had to go over their 30 children-per-class limit, but that can only 

happen in exceptional circumstances, is very unpopular with parents and the schools 

concerned and is unsustainable. 

 

6. Cut-off distances for children admitted under the ‘home-to school distance’ criterion 

have shrunk considerably in recent years, e.g. in September 2014, Marshgate and 

The Vineyard had cut-off distances of 661 and 755 metres for their respective 60 and 

90 places.  

 

7. St Elizabeth’s is due to take an extra class this year and next as part of its ‘shared 

form of entry’ arrangement with the other two Catholic primary schools on the surrey 

side.  

 

8. Marshgate is also due to take an extra class in 2016, but could not do so in 2015. 

 

9. There is a short-term need for another form of entry within Area 6 in 2015 and 2016, 

rising to two forms in 2017 and most probably three forms of entry beyond 2020. It is 

probable that birth and admissions patterns will further increase that demand in the 

longer-term. 

 

10. As no local state-funded school could be further expanded to meet any of that need, 

even in the short-term, new schools must be provided. The Council does not have 

the legal power to open a new school in the manner that it used to be able to; 

therefore any new school has to be a free school, i.e. proposed and managed by an 

organisation outside the Council’s control. 

 

11. The Council has worked with several high-quality education providers in the last few 

years to ensure, in every case, that their proposals for free schools will be in areas 

where there is a basic need for places, and to ensure that the new schools will play a 

full part in the ‘local family of schools’ and thereby be responsive to local residents’ 

concerns and wishes. 

 

12. The Education Funding Agency (EFA), i.e. not the Council, has the responsibility for 

finding sites for free schools. In this case, the EFA had already been seeking to 

acquire a site within Richmond as well as within East Twickenham, which was where 

Bellevue and Place’s original free school application was proposed to open. 

Exceptional Ministerial clearance had to be given to the acquisition of sites in both 

areas in recognition of the clear basic need for places locally. 

 

13. The EFA considered other sites in Richmond, but none was available and affordable 

and sizeable, except for London House. Among the sites that the EFA looked at 

were: 

 

a. Ambassador House – too expensive and now no longer on the market;  



b. 37-39 Kew Foot Road – restricted site down a very narrow road and now no 

longer on the market; 

c. Richmond Magistrates’ Court – owned by the Ministry of Justice, who have no 

plans for it to cease use as a court. 

d. Richmond Adult Community College – only has enough space for temporary 

school use (and only 1FE per year at that, for no more than two school 

years). 

 

14. The market for commercial property within Richmond is very buoyant and the price 

per square metre in central Richmond typically averages about £40, which 

considerably exceeds the EFA’s upper limit. Three sites that have recently been sold 

on the open market – 63 Kew Road, Spencer House in Sheen Road and the third 

floor of 1 Eton Street have all been sold at more than £37 per square metre. 

 

15. Across the eastern half of the borough as a whole, where sites for new schools are 

extremely scarce, the Council’s best estimate is that there will, beyond Deer Park’s 

eventual 60 places, be a need for another six/seven forms of entry by 2025.  

 

Contact 

Matthew Paul,  

Head of School Place Commissioning, 

Achieving for Children – providing children’s services for Richmond and Kingston, 

matthew.paul@achievingforchildren.org.uk. 
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